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Louisville Metro Continuum of Care 

Values Statement

· We value programs with outcomes that demonstrate progress toward reducing and ending homelessness as outlined in the community’s 10 year plan – Reducing Homelessness: A Blueprint for the Future.
· We value innovative and diverse programming that address gaps in community services.

· We value quality programming that is accountable to the community through outcomes measurement.

· We value the effort to access the maximum amount of funding available to the Louisville Metro area.

· We value the effort to maximize the highest possible score in the Supportive Housing Program funding round.

· We value the commitment to serve all people who are in need of assistance regardless of race, gender, age, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity and class and to be in compliance with all applicable laws regarding program accessibility for all people.

Permanent Supportive Housing Values

HUD defines “Permanent Housing for homeless persons with disabilities” as community-based housing for homeless persons with disabilities that provides long-term housing and supportive services for not more than – 

1. 8 such persons in a single structure or contiguous structures;

2. 16 such persons, but only if not more than 20% of the units in the structure are designated for such persons; or

3. More than 16 persons if the applicant demonstrates that local market conditions dictate the development of a large project and such development will achieve the neighborhood integration objectives of the program within the context of the affected community (Title 42, Chapter 119, Subchapter IV, Part C, sec. 11384).

HUD also states that “The intent of this type of supportive housing is to enable this special needs population to live as independently as possible in a permanent setting. The supportive services may be provided by the organization managing the housing or coordinated by the applicant and provided by other public or private service agencies,” (Understanding the Supportive Housing Program, March 2000).

Along with these regulations and intents, the Louisville Metro Continuum of Care also holds the following permanent supportive housing values. (Based on principles of the KY Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services.)
· Choice and self-determination – All individuals should be free to choose housing from the same living environments available to the general public.

· Safety – Individuals are entitled to housing in stable neighborhoods, with low incidences of crime.

· Affordable – Individuals should have the opportunity to live in housing where no more than 30% of their income pays for their housing costs (rent/mortgage and utilities).

· Integrated – Individuals are entitled to housing options that are integrated into neighborhoods and are typical of the housing in the neighborhood.

· Permanent – Eviction should be based on a lease violation, as is the right of any citizen.

· Accessible – Individuals should have access to housing with needed physical modifications or other accommodations to support them in daily living. Assistance should be provided to access such housing and supports.

· Flexible and Individualized Services and Supports – Support services must be available to individuals, including community (congregations, schools), natural (family, friends, and neighbors), professional supports (counseling, etc) and appropriate transportation.
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