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HOUSE BILL 308
ID’S FOR HOMELESS KENTUCKIANS

Allow homeless Kentuckians to obtain a Kentucky state I.D. at no cost, a basic first step in accessing services and programs like medical cards, social security disability programs, and housing that lead to greater serf-determination and self-sufficiency. Currently, the $12 fee required for identification is a major barrier for low and no income homeless people seeking to access services to restore their self sufficiency. 
Eliminate this major barrier by providing no-cost ID’s to document homeless Kentuckians.
· Why?  Without a photo ID, homeless people cannot access critical services which enable them to move beyond homelessness, including federal programs specifically designed to help homeless individuals.
· In Louisville alone, homeless shelters spend $30,000 each year to purchase ID’s for homeless adults – a major financial burden – but are only able to meet an estimated one-third of the need.
· Churches, community ministries, and other charities that help homeless Kentuckians are also expending significant resources to purchase ID’s each year. No-cost ID’s will enable Kentucky to meet more of the need and these organizations to use their resources for housing, case management, and other services to effectively end homelessness.
· Precedent: Ex-offenders leaving Kentucky Department of Corrections already receive no-cost ID’s as do Hurricane Katrina survivors living in Kentucky. Kentucky homeless individuals working to improve their lives should receive this benefit too.
· Documentation: Other states such as Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, New Mexico, and Oregon provide safe, effective alternative ways for homeless persons to prove residency in order to obtain free ID’s, which can be implemented in Kentucky.
· Cost: No-cost ID’s, a critical tool for assisting Kentuckians, will cost an estimated $200,000 annually – less than .0025% of the FY 2007 General Fund Appropriations.

Eliminate a major barrier for homeless Kentuckians working to achieve self-sufficiency.

CALL YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES AT 1-800-372-7181
TELL THEM YOU SUPPORT HB 308
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HOUSE BILL 351


Amend KRS 194A.735 to continue implementation of the homelessness prevention pilot project that offers discharge planning on a voluntary basis to persons exiting state-operated institutions, foster care programs, and persons serving out sentences in state-operated prisons in Oldham County.
· Why?  A pilot project conducted in 2005-2007 showed that by doing discharge planning with state operated prisons, mental health, facilities and the foster care system we can save the State at least $1.8 million per year.

· The primary goal of the project is to prepare a number of persons for return or reentry into the community by offering information about available community services and supports.  These services include employment, medical and mental health services, housing, education, social supports and other community-based services.  As a result the number of people discharged from state institutions into homelessness will decrease.
· Besides saving millions of dollars, the pilot project also proved that the recidivism rate for both the prison and mental health populations.  The prison recidivism rate was reduced by 19% and the mental health recidivism rate was reduced by 50%.
· Documentation: Several studies have been done about the recidivism rates of prisoners around the country.  A major influence on the pilot project was a report done by the Urban Institute for the Fannie Mae Foundation titled “Taking Stock: Housing, Homelessness, and Prisoner Reentry,” 2004.
· Cost: The pilot project only cost the State $100,000 per year.
CALL YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES AT 1-800-372-7181

TELL THEM YOU SUPPORT HB 351

HOMELESS PREVENTION PROJECT








